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For the first time in two years, Welsh voters say they want to leave the EU, writes Roger Scully.
Well, I hope that you agree that last week’s Welsh Political Barometer poll was worth waiting
for. I’ll be assessing the standing of the parties, as revealed by that poll and other evidence, in
my annual End of Year Review before long. But before we wrap up discussion of the latest
Barometer poll, there are a few findings that I haven’t yet discussed on the Elections in Wales
blog. First of all, there was our regular tracker question on the EU referendum. This time
around the figures (with changes from the September Barometer in brackets) were:
Remain a member of the European Union : 40% (-2)
Leave the European Union : 42% (+4)
Would not vote: 5% (+1)
Don’t know: 14% (-3)
Has it had enough of the EU? Photo: Fabi42 via a Flickr Creative Commons licence
This lead for Leave is the first that they have experienced in Wales since the inaugural Welsh Political Barometer
poll exactly two years previously. The full run of EU referendum polls in Wales can be seen here:
Poll % Remain % Leave % DK/ NV % ‘Remain’ Lead
ITV-Wales/YouGov, February 2013 42 35 22 7
Western Mail/Beaufort, June 2013 29 37 35 -8
WGC/YouGov, July 2013 39 40 21 -1
ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov, December 2013 38 40 22 -2
ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov, Feb 2014 44 33 23 11
Walesonline/YouGov, June 2014 41 38 22 3
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ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov, June-July 2014 41 36 24 5
ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov, September 2014 43 37 20 6
ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov, December 2014 42 39 19 3
ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov,  January 2015 44 36 20 8
ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov,  early-March 2015 43 36 22 7
ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov,  late-March 2015 44 38 18 6
ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov,  May 2015 47 33 21 14
BES/YouGov, May 2015 50 33 18 17
ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov,  June 2015 44 37 19 7
ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov, September 2015 42 38 21 4
ITV-Wales/WGC/YouGov, December 2015 40 42 19 -2
 
As I have discussed previously, there has generally been a pattern in EU referendum polling that Scotland tends to
be the most pro-Remain nation within the UK (or at least GB; the few polls on the subject in Northern Ireland have
also shown clear margins in favour of Remain), and England the most likely to support a Leave position; Wales
tends to be somewhat between Scotland and England, although closer to England. These figures are not
inconsistent with that general pattern, and with the broad though modest drift in the direction of Leave in most
recent polling across Britain. Those campaigning for Leave will certainly be heartened by this poll. But there is a
long way to go, and doubtless a fair few fluctuations to occur, before the eventual vote which we now expect some
time next year.
This post represents the views of the author and not those of the BrexitVote blog, nor the LSE.
Roger Scully is Professor in Political Science at Cardiff University. His research and teaching has focussed on
political representation in the European Union and, increasingly, on devolution in the UK. This post is an edited
extract from his Elections in Wales blog.
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